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s we move towards 
22nd century we are 
witnessing changes in all 

spheres of life. Our core values 
have changed over the years and 
so too has our education system.  
Before we address education, we 
must examine the infl uence on 
humankind of great individuals 
like Lincoln, Gandhi, Martin Luther 
King and Mandela. The only 
single word that comes to mind is 
inclusiveness. 

The concept of Inclusive education 
to a large extent deals with 
bringing various strata of society 
that are segregated into different 
socio-economic classes, within 
the same classroom. India is 

A

INCLUSIVE EDUCATION

both culturally and linguistically 
a very diverse country. I am 
therefore very happy to mention 
the contribution of British Council, 
who through so many of their 
programmes has brought many 
educators on the same page. 

In Delhi private schools have 
25% of their students from 
economically weaker sections of 
society. But that is not enough. 
The concept of Inclusiveness has 
to now extend to children with 
special needs. All of us have to 
empathize with the parents of 
these children who face a major 
struggle in their daily life. 

The parents, the teachers and the 

trainers 
together 
have been 
working on social and emotional 
quotient of these children. They 
too need an upbringing which the 
parents alone can’t provide, and 
they do not have knowledge about 
special needs. 

Thus the broader idea remains 
to give each student a bigger 
platform along with students of 
formal schooling. 

During

World Disability Day 2015 

400 differently abled 
students, 

300 EWS children along with 

500 formal school Presidium 
students 

showcased their talents in sports 
and culture in one of the national 
stadiums in Delhi. It was an eye 
opener and left the audience 
spellbound as the electrifying 
performances during the entire 
event was worth replicating again 
and again. It boosted their morale 
and spirits in every aspect.

As we continue to talk about 
widening the scope of education, 
it has been a global objective 
to improve quality standards 
in the education sector and 
to make every citizen more 
responsible. Challenges to this 
system are many, especially in 
developing countries like India. 
For instance, the child protection 

Sparsh 
has also 

taken up the 
unenviable task 
of bringing many 

slum dweller kids 
to the class 

room. 
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and anti bribery policies have been 
reinforced again and again and 
this keeps everyone on their toes 
and prevents them from ‘crossing 
the line’. 

The scope of inclusive education 
goes way beyond bringing 
everyone to the classroom and 
moves into making the curriculum 
more inclusive. What better can 
one do to the world other than 
cleaning up the environment? 
We have to face the truth that the 
biggest threat to humankind is 
environmental degradation. We 
took on one small project under 
the aegis of Tetrapak and Teri. 
Different organisations agreed 
to collect their used cartons and 
send them for recycling. Hence we 
collected used cartons right from 
Army organisations in Kashmir to 
embassies in Delhi to hospitals. 

Another project was undertaken 
in a fl ash-fl ood devastated village 
in Uttrakhand. The preliminary 
assessment of their needs was 

carried out in one of the affected 
villages. The children sold their 
own artwork and raised funds 
from which we presented a soya 
milling machine to the villagers. 

Inclusiveness, however, 
is incomplete without an 

international dimension. So what 
could be better than bringing 
the hearts and minds of India 
and Pakistan together? His 
Excellency Mr. Abdul Basit, the 
high commissioner of Pakistan to 
India accepted an invitation to the 
NGO when our special students 
visited his offi ce. He literally stole 
four hours from his busy schedule 
and witnessed their cultural 
programme and enjoyed the 
sight where students from formal 
schooling shared same stage with 
them. The impact was so deep 
that one eminent TV journalist 
covering Indo-Pak relations who 
near about gate crashed the event 
for interviewing the Ambassador 
was moved beyond doubt and had 
to leave his interview for another 
time and place. 

In conclusion, inclusiveness is 
a wide canvas. We must add all 
the colours, shades and hues to 
paint the most beautiful picture. 
Mark my words, if the intentions 
are good, the standards will 
automatically be high. I am sure 
that when we return home there 
will be something new to include 
for our institutions.

A small project has become a 
mass movement amongst kids to 
collect tetra pack cartons. This 
project works on principle of 

Reduce
Reuse
Recycle
Rethink
Restore 

This brings out the best in every 
child. It has evoked lot of interest 
amongst students with the idea 
of recycling and making it as 
fun activity where they were the 
leaders. Along with it they learned 
the importance of recycling 
teamwork, communication and 
collaboration and the umbrella 
phenomenon of inclusivity by all. 

R5

The scope of Inclusive education goes way beyond 
     bringing everyone to the classroom and moves            
          into making the curriculum more inclusive. 
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